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CALENDAR 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2009 
Annual Holiday Luncheon: 

Steve Stone, performing as Paul McCartney 
Note: special extended time & pricing  

Time: 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 
$21 for current members & their first time guests 

$25 for non-members  
Entertainment: McCartney Tribute 

Location: Roger Rocka’s –1226 Wishon (at Olive) 
December Community Connection: 

Toys for Tots/United Way of Fresno County 
(please bring a new, unwrapped toy) 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2009 
Time: Noon – 1:00 pm (bring your lunch) 

Mentoring Meeting: “ How to prepare for the New Year in your 
Current job or possibly a New Career choice”.   

Location: Perfect Balance Yoga 5091 N. Fresno St. S te. 133  
Call Joanne at 222-6212 to RSVP 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2009 
Time: 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Luncheon: “State of the Network & Installation of O fficers” 
Location: Diana Court Ballroom—5351 N. Diana 

(East of Blackstone, off Barstow) 
January Community Connection : TBA 

 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2009 
Time: 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Luncheon: Topic & Speaker to be announced 
Location: Diana Court Ballroom—5351 N. Diana 

 

Reservations & Payment 
Payment for December 8 Luncheon-Due December 3  

$21 for current members & their first time guests 
$25 for non-members  

with late fee of $3 after December 3, (if seating i s available).  
Payments received date of luncheon, add $5 each  

(if seating is available)  
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(559) 450-2102       Fax :(559) 450-2041 
Register on-line with credit card:  
www.fresnowomensnetwork.org  

or  
Call to make your reservation, and 

Mail check to:  
Fresno Women’s Network 
NEW Mailing Address:  

1303 E. Herndon Ave. Mail Stop 55 
Fresno, CA 93720 

�

Steve Stone began impersonating Paul McCartney in 1994 with 
“Staples & Stone” Lennon & McCartney tribute. Staples and Stone 
performed in and around Hollywood during 1994-1997. Following 
“Staples & Stone”, Steve performed solo as Paul at various dinner 
parties and banquets throughout the Los Angeles and San 
Francisco area. 

Steve has been featured in several nationally aired celebrity 
spoofs including the Jay Leno Show in 2007. Steve has also been 
featured in several national publications including the book “Fame 
Us”, published in 2008. Steve’s “stills” were featured in the movie 
“Masters of Disguise” starring Dana Carvey. In 2007, Steve 
contracted with Apple I-Tunes and served as Paul McCartney’s 
stunt double for the I-Tune commercial featuring Paul McCartney’s 
song “Dance Tonight”. 

Steve plays bass guitar (exact duplicate Hofner Beatle bass) as 
well as piano and sings all live vocals. (No lip sync) Steve has 
been privileged to guest appearances at “Legends in Concert” at 
the Imperial Palace in Las Vegas in 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 
alongside of some of the most notable celebrity impersonators in 
the business. 

Steve currently enjoys expanding his repertoire of songs and has 
plans to perform in a tribute band in the spring of 2010. 

Remember to include your friends and colleagues in this fun and 
inexpensive holiday gathering … and introduce them to our 
Network! We'll be meeting back at Roger Rocka's -- Tuesday, 
December 8, 11:00 am-1:00 pm. We’ll see you there! 
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We will be having an additional special raffle at the December 
luncheon that you won't want to miss.  Prizes valued over 
$100 each!  Raffle tickets will be $5 each. Interested in 
donating a prize?  Contact Nykole at 299-1992 



PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 
Carole Laval 

Laval & Associates 

 

This is it! My last President's article before handing over the reins to 
Karen Bowser, your 2010 Network President. I've just been looking 
over our newsletters and marveling at how many things we've 
accomplished this year! 

We started 2009 with another wildly successful Network at Night 
Business Trade Show. Even in this challenging economic 
environment, we had over 700 people “Network around the World” 
with us. We awarded thousands of dollars in scholarships to four 
outstanding students picked from a fabulous field of applicants. We 
collected thousands of dollars worth of donated items for our 
Community Connection partners: The Holy Cross Center for Women, 
Jumpstart Fresno, Poverello House, Marjaree Mason Center, 
Chowchilla Women's Prison, Girl Scouts, Valley Animal Center, and 
Suiting Up for Success, and so many more. We collected towels, 
business clothing, eyeglasses, toys, diapers, stamps, and canned 
food. What a fantastic array of items to benefit our community. 

We had membership mixers at Water 2 Wine, the San Joaquin 
Suites Hotel, and twice at Harlan Ranch.  We had new member 
orientations and participated in a number of other special events, 
including the Central California Women's Conference. 

We started monthly mentoring meetings this year. These are small, 
informal meetings held at Perfect Balance Yoga to help our members 
with their professional growth: from resume writing and interviewing to 
long range goals of education or career change. These meetings have 
led to wonderful new friendships, new confidence, and new jobs.  

We published a beautiful, full color membership directory. We 
improved our on-line services with website enhancements and social 
networking sites.  

Each of our monthly luncheons average over 100 members and 
guests in attendance with informative speakers and in-the-room 
networking. 

We always listen to member suggestions on how we can do things 
better. Members have suggested ways for us to become ‘greener,’ and 
we're implementing two exciting 'green' changes immediately: 

1. We have beautiful reusable shopping bags available at a 
nominal cost. These bags are decorated with our logo and 
are the perfect size for your shopping needs. We are using 
these for our Buddy Bags in place of plastic bags. 

2. Beginning January 1, our newsletter will be delivered to 
you by e-mail. You will be able to read it on line and print it 
out if you wish.  I've read that there are approximately 
80,500 sheets of paper created from one pine tree. I don't 
know that we'll save a tree the first year, but what a great 
start to reduce our paper usage! 

Each of us individually makes a difference, but collectively the sky's 
the limit! We are able to accomplish all we did this year because of 
you.  When you join in, we grow together and are a mighty force! 

I want to thank you all for your support this year. I have truly 
appreciated the opportunity to serve as your president. 

Join us for our December luncheon. This is our last and best 
attended luncheon of the year. We will have raffle prizes galore and 
wonderful entertainment!  We'll have our usual Scholarship raffle, and 
as we did last year, we will have a $5.00 special raffle ticket for about 
10 high value items (raffle prizes valued at $100 or more). 

Finally, my best wishes to all of you for a happy holiday season and 
prosperous New Year. 

  

 

 

Member Highlight from our October Luncheon 
 

Graciela Todd, International Catering 
(559) 228-2111 
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December Community Connection Partner 
Submitted by Linda Dippel 

For contact information & more info, visit our website: 
http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/community_connection.htm 

Toys for Tots/United Way of Fresno County—Linda Dip pel  
 

Needs: New Unwrapped toys  
 
 

Mentoring Program 
Submitted by Joanne Bazarian 

Again another great month of mentoring!!  And April Cavanaugh 
has volunteered to be a part of the mentoring committee.  Even 
though December is such a busy month, we are still planning to 
meet on Wednesday, December 16 at noon.  If you are looking for 
a new job, career path or want to share what you have learned on 
your journey please join us.  December’s topic will be “How to 
prepare for the New Year in your current job or possibly a new 
career choice”.  We will have a guest speaker so do bring your 
lunch and join us.  Please contact me (Joanne) at 222-6212 to 
reserve a spot on the couch. 

 
 
 

Gratuities 
Submitted by London Chong-Newcomb 

The Fresno Women’s Network would like to thank Saint Agnes 
for generously providing the facility for our October New Member 
Orientation.  We had a great time involving new members in the 
networking activity to learn a little more about one another. Due to 
your support, we were able to welcome over 20 new members to 
our fantastic organization with recommendations on how to “join 
in”.  

Special thanks to those individuals who donated raffle prizes for 
the event: 

Sandra Rodriguez Lucero, Avon 
Vicki Colavito, Stellar Health Insurance Services 
Vicki Rodgers, World Class Painting, Inc. 
Nykole Hibbs, Dinner MyWay (Clovis) 
London Chong-Newcomb, Nurse Consultants 
Susan Noel, North American Title 
Katie Dubbels, Bank of the West 
April Cavanaugh 

 
Please patronize these establishments and individuals as they 

graciously supported our event. Thank you for supporting the 
Membership Committee! 
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Submitted by Katrina Tonkogolosuk 

Starting next month, our Connections  newsletter will be 
distributed electronically. If you would like to continue to 
receive a copy in your mailbox, subscriptions will be 
available for $18/year. Contact Karen Sorensen at the 
Network office for more details. 559/450-2102 



2009 Network Board  

Executive Committee 

President  – Carole Laval, Laval & Associates  
First Vice President  -- Karen Bowser, Creative Memories 
Second Vice President  – Linda Dippel, United Way Fresno 
Secretary  -- Kitty McManus, Jack Nadel International 
Treasurer  – Jamie Eropkin, Finch Ocheltree Rowland & Shoopman, 

LLP 
Parliamentarian  – Gail Parvanian, Rabobank 

Past President  -- Lucia Robeson, Union Bank   

Committee Chairs 

Membership  – Katie Dubbels, Bank of the West 

Newsletter  – Katrina Tonkogolosuk, Professional Print & Mail, Inc. 
Programs  – Marsha Conant, KwikDvds 
Directory  – Jennie Guadagno, Dumont Printing 

Scholarship  – Dianna Short, Western Pistachio Association 
Public Relations  – Joanne Bazarian, Perfect Balance Yoga 

Board Development  -- Lucia Robeson, Union Bank  

Web Site  – Suzanne Moles, Wattleweb Global Solutions 

Saint Agnes Liaison  – Jaime Huss, Saint Agnes Medical Center 
Community Connection  – Linda Dippel, United Way Fresno 

Fund Development  – Karen Bowser, Creative Memories 

Special Events  – Nykole Hibbs, Dinner MyWay 

Legal – Linda K. Durost, Linda K. Durost, Inc. 
Member At Large – Divonna Swan, Farmers Insurance 

Member at Large  – Joan Meyers, Guarantee Real Estate 

Member At Large – London Chong-Newcomb, Nurse Consultants 

 

  

Our Mission S  tatement    
The Fresno Women’s Network was founded in 1987 as a way for women  
to support each other in business, personal, and professional growth.  
Members are encouraged to build relationships, mentor one another, and  
give back to the community. 

  

  W E L C O M E  A B O A R D  N E W  M E M B E R S   
For complete information, log on to the “Membership  Directory” on our website 

http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/membership_directory.htm 
Have you forgotten your username and password for the Membership Directory portion of our website? Contact the Network Office. 

 
Chelsea Ashcraft 
REGIONAL MANAGER 
ProCorpStay America 
Referred by Norma Woodward 
 
Danielle Cash 
ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER 
For Your Pleasure Inc. 
Referred by Patti Galvin 
 
Frances Castanon 
SALES MANAGER 
Piccadilly Inn Hotels 
Referred by Bonnie Hansen 
 

 
Amber Catanzarite 
SALES 
Holiday Inn 
Referred by Jennie Guadagno 
 
Edwina Chong 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
Nurse Consultants 
Referred by London Chong-Newcomb 
 
Laurie Heckman 
INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT 
Arbonne International 
Referred by Kitty McManus

 
Monica Kelly 
FAMILY THERAPIST / ADVERTISING 
Monica Kelly / Shop 559 
 
Cindy Merzon 
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING & BUSINESS   

DEVELOPMENT 
Cen-Cal Business Finance Group 
 
Paula Wittman 
INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR 
Herbalife 
Referred by Nykole Hibbs 

Join in !
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“On the Move” 
Have you changed jobs? Been promoted? Won an award? Submit your 
info to the Network Office, so we can publish your news in a future issue. 

 
“Transitions” 

Did you just get married? Have a baby? Another life event you’d like to 
share with the membership? Submit your info to the Network Office, so we 
can publish your news in a future issue. 

 
 

“You say Goodbye, and I say Hello” 
 
The last meeting of the year is always bittersweet for the Board of 
Directors. We will be saying goodbye to the following members 
whose terms on the Board are at an end. 
 

Dianna Short – Scholarship Chair – (served on the Board 
from 1/07 thru 12/09) 
 
Joanne Bazarian – served as Public Relations Chair from 
January 2007 through December 2009 
 
Patti Galvin – served as Special Events Chair from 
September 2005 through December 2008 
 
Lucia Robeson – Past President and Board Development 
Chair – (served on the Board from July 2006 through 
December 2009 

 
Thank you for your hard work, support and leadership. We couldn’t 
have done it without you! 
 
In January, we will be installing our new slate of Officers and 
Board members.  Please plan on attending to welcome our first 
time Board members as they take on their new responsibilities: 
 

Amber Catanzarite – Directory Chair 
 
Brittnee Maxfield – Public Relations Chair 
 
Cyndy Trent – Scholarship Chair 



 
 
 
 

 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Providing Opportunities for Personal and Professional Growth 

Newsletter Fund 

Help support your newsletter! Find out how 
by downloading our Newsletter Fund 

Agreement from our website at: 
http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/downlo
ads/newsletter/NewsletterFundAgreement_0

40109.pdf 

Partners in Education 

Your name could be here! 

Patrons 

Saint Agnes Medical Center 

Benefactors 

Your name could be here! 

Advocates 

Leslie H. Kos CPA 
Hills, Renaut, Homen & Hughes 

Kitty McManus 
Jack Nadel International 

Sue McCombs 
McCombs & Associates 

Lisa Marsella Purtell 
Morgan Stanley 

 

Raffle Donors 
To donate an item at an upcoming luncheon, 

please contact Dianna Short at 
short_dianna@yahoo.com  

October 2009 Raffle Donors 
Carolyn Kovalski – Facelogic 

Debra Tempesta – Janz Dry cleaning Co. 
Ellie Huston 

Joanne Bazarian -- Perfect Balance Yoga 
Lynne Brownell –Vivande Med Spa 
Penny Childers – Chapel of Grace 

Nykole Hibbs – Dinner MyWay (Clovis) 
Brittnee Maxfield –The Valley Animal Center 
Linda Dippel – United Way of Fresno County 

Danette Glover – Angels Office Supply 
Karen Bowser – Creative Memories 

Consultant 
Halli Bisla – Vivande Med Spa 

Keiko Hatakeda – AAA Travel (Clovis) 
Jennifer Shehorn Wojtas – Willow Creek 

Healthcare Center 
Erika Rulison – Rulison Collision Center, Inc. 

Janna Graham – Fresno Philharmonic 
Caroline Wade – Caroline’s Creations 
Shann Conner – Kaiser Permanente 

Jayne Guyer – AtHome America 

 

Monthly Buddies 
The Buddy Bag program welcomes our new 

guests and demonstrates the diversity of the 
businesses and services that we represent. It also 

provides an excellent yet easy opportunity to 
showcase your business. 

NOTE: Please drop off Buddy Bag 
contributions at Guarantee Real Estate, Palm and 
Shaw, or bring to the luncheon meeting. Call Joan 

Meyers at 284-4854 for more information. 
October 2009  Buddy Bag Donors 

Jack Nadel, Int’l, Kitty McManus 
Guarantee Real Estate, Joan Meyers 

North American Title, Michelle Byrnes Bryant 
& Susan Noel 

Professional Print and Mail, Katrina 
Tonkogolosuk 

Facelogic, Carolyn Pierce Kovalski 
Aerotek, Mary Anderson 

Creative Memories, Karen Bowser, 
Consultant 

Valley Healthcare Center, Jennifer Shehorn 
Wojtas 

Edward Jones Investments, Karin B. 
Orlowski-Mann 

Mary Kay Cosmetics, Karen Sorensen 
 

Connection Newsletter Editor  –Katrina Tonkogolosuk, Professional Print & Mail, Inc., Contributor: Jennifer Wojtas, Willow Creek & Valley Healthcare Centers 
�  Production:  - Karen Sorensen, Mary Kay Cosmetics �  Printing  /Distribution  - Val Print Xpress 

 The Fresno Women’s Network disclaims any liability for loss or personal injury, which might occur during the course of tours, trips, luncheons, dinners or other events. All tours, trips, luncheons, dinners or other 
events arranged by the organization are for the convenience and pleasure of the members and their guests who desire to participate. The organization does not assume responsibility for the well being or safety of 
the participants or passengers or their property in any matter pertaining to said tours, trips, luncheons, dinners or other events. 
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