
 

 

CONNECTIONS NEWSLETTER 
The Fresno Women’s Network was founded in 1987, as a way for women to support each other in business, personal, and 

professional growth. Members are encouraged to build relationships, mentor one another, and give back to the community. 

 

Kimberly Gaab is a Superior Court Judge for the State of California, 

County of Fresno.  She was appointed to the bench by Governor 

Arnold Schwarzenegger in July 2008.  Judge Gaab was an Assistant 

United States Attorney with the U.S. Department of Justice in Fresno 

from 2004 until her appointment.  She was formerly the lead attorney 

for the Honorable Rebecca A. Wiseman, Associate Justice of the 

California Court of Appeal, Fifth Appellate District.  Judge Gaab 

spent five years in private practice with Sagaser, Franson, Jamison & 

Jones, in Fresno, specializing in business and employment litigation. 

Judge Gaab received her Juris Doctor and Certificate in 

Environmental Law from Boalt Hall School of Law, University of 

California, Berkeley, in 1993.  That same year, she received her 

Master of Business Administration from the Walter A. Haas School 

of Business, University of California, Berkeley.  She received a 

Bachelor of Science in Business Administration in 1989, also from 

the University of California, Berkeley. 

Judge Gaab is a past president of the Fresno County Bar Association 

and the Fresno County Young Lawyers Association.  She served on 

the board of directors of the Boalt Hall Alumni Association and is 

currently Vice President of the Fresno County Law Library Board of 

Trustees.  Judge Gaab was Vice Chair of the California State Bar’s 

Committee of Bar Examiners. 

In addition to our speaker, the theme for the July Luncheon will be 

“Women of Power”. Each table at the luncheon will be uniquely 

decorated to reflect an influential woman in history, and there will be 

Networking Activity. We will have the opportunity to learn first-hand 

of the determination, drive and passion of our presenting speaker. We 

look forward to seeing you there on July 13
th

! 

 

 

 

"Women of Power" 
 

Lead Speaker: 
The Honorable Kimberly Gaab 
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     CALENDAR 
 

TUESDAY, JUNE 29, 2010 
Time: 5:30pm – 7:30 pm 

Membership Mixer hosted by Holiday Inn Downtown 

Location: 1055 Van Ness Avenue 

 (Near Van Ness and Tulare) 

 
TUESDAY, JULY 13, 2010 

Time: 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Luncheon: "Women of Power" 

Speaker: The Honorable Kimberly Gaab 

Location: Diana Court Ballroom - 5351 N. Diana (East of 

Blackstone, off Barstow) 
Community Connection: CA National Guard Family Readiness 

Needs: Non-perishable food items & Diapers 

 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 2010 
Time: 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 

Mentoring Meeting: Beth Bridges: Flexible Networking: How to 

Use a Simple, Intuitive Networking Plan that Works for 

Beginning and Experienced Networkers. 

Location: Perfect Balance Yoga – 5091 N. Fresno (NW corner of 

Fresno & First) 
RSVP: Joanne Bazarian (559) 222-6212 

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10 2010 
Time: 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Luncheon & Mini-Trade Show 

Special Location: International Catering 
 

 

 

RESERVATIONS & PAYMENT 

Payment for July 13 Luncheon-Due July 8 

$16 for current members & their first time guests 

$20 for non-members 

with late fee of $3 after July 8, (if seating is available) 

Payments received date of luncheon, add $5 each, (if seating is available) 

Register on-line with credit card: 

http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/ 

or call to make your reservation, and mail check to: 

Fresno Women’s Network 

1303 E. Herndon Ave. Mail Stop 55 / Fresno, CA 93720 

Visa, MasterCard and American Express accepted for all Network events.  

For additional information, please contact the Network Office at: 

(559) 450-2102   FAX: (559) 450-2041 

Clip out “Calendar” and place in your Daytimer or on your fridge. 

http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/
http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/community_connection.htm
http://www.pbyoga.com/
http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/
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Member Highlight from our 
May Luncheon 

Michele Peterson, VP, Mini Mops, Inc. (559) 264-6677 
 

Mini Mops, Inc is a house cleaning company - locally, and family-

owned & operated in Fresno since 1975. We clean houses for people 

who either CAN’T do it themselves or CHOOSE not to do it themselves. 

Mini Mops clients who CAN’T are physically unable … due to age, 

illness, or  injury.. Mini Mops clients who CHOOSE to have us come in 

to clean are making a lifestyle choice that says things other than house 

cleaning take priority 

Mini Mops is more than just a house cleaning company … more than 

just scrubbing toilets. Mini Mops provides a valuable service to HELP 

our clients live the lives they want to be living, doing the things they 

want to be doing. And if we can help anyone here today, please call us. 

Grace  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope all of you are enjoying the summer with its picnics, 

vacations and family time.  Things seem to be more relaxed in the 

summer even though we are still working.  Our July luncheon is 
one of those relaxed events.   

This month the Membership Committee is in charge of the 

luncheon.  Membership is one of the most active and visible 

committees in the Network and is headed by London Chong-

Newcomb of Nurse Consultants. The luncheon program will deliver 

a powerful lesson about women throughout history who have made 
a significant difference in our world. 

Each table will honor a different individual. I’m so excited to 

see the creativity of our members and how they will honor Women 

of Power with the different centerpieces.  The centerpieces will be 

raffled off at the luncheon.  London and her fabulous committee 

members are all Women of Power in their own right.  They 

contribute to society in their jobs, their homes and the Network.  

This luncheon is sure to be fun and exciting as well as allowing 

plenty of time for networking. This is a fun luncheon to bring a new 

guest along with you. Remember, it’s easy to register on our 
website www.fresnowomensnetwork.org. 

Have you noticed our Power Point at the luncheons?  This is 

our way of decreasing the time it takes for announcements, 

allowing more networking opportunities, yet still helping you stay 

in informed with all that the Network has to offer.  Be sure to watch 
the power point at each luncheon to get all the latest information. 

Remember if you need any kind of services check the Fresno 

Women’s Network first before looking elsewhere! 

Use FWN First, 

 

Karen Bowser 

 

Community Connection Partner 
CA National Guard Family Readiness 

Sue Miguel 994-6102, Sue.Miguel@us.army.mil 

SUBMITTED BY: Katie Dubbels 

The mission of CA National Guard Family Readiness is to provide 
assistance to all family members from all branches of the Military.  
This is done through the Family Center located in the Hammer 
Field Armory. Here information is provided regarding benefit 
resources and entitlements available. Family members enjoy a 
small library of Military related self help books, among other 
materials and a pleasant children's area to keep the kids 
entertained while the parent comes in for assistance or to use the 
computers available.  One of the most popular services offered at 
the Family Center is the food pantry which is offered to all 
Military Members and their families.  Difficult economic times 
have placed extra attention on this service at the Family Center. 
.Needs: Non-perishable food items & Diapers. 

Read more on our Community Connection page 
 

President’s 
Message 
Karen Bowser 

Creative Memories Consultant 

July 21st Mentoring Meeting 
SUBMITTED BY: Joanne Bazarian 

 

Beth Bridges will be presenting for the July mentoring 

meeting. Her topic is Flexible Networking: How to Use a 

Simple, Intuitive Networking Plan that Works for Beginning 

and Experienced Networkers. 

 

 

 
Ebony Hailey 
 

 

 

During her interview, Ebony Hailey said something  memorable  

“Once I’m committed to it, I’m committed to it.”  Ebony’s story is 

proof of that.  Even though Ebony’s mother suffered from addiction, 

she instilled in Ebony the value of an education.  Ebony left her home 

to live with a friend of her mother’s. She earned her GED on 

independent study so that she could go to work and support herself. 

Ebony then earned her Associates degree in Business, but got 

“off-track” (her own words)  after having a baby.  She learned to love 

kids while working in a group home.  She went back to school, 

earning first a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Management, 

then a Master of Science in Special Education.  Last year she 

completed her “2 Clear Education Specialist Level II Credentials for 

Mild – Moderate Disabilities and Moderate Severe Disabilities.”  

Ebony currently works in Clovis Unified and has learned to balance 

career and family, which now includes her husband and four children. 

She has taken the role of “servant leader” to heart, and has 

coached Special Olympics in girls’ basketball, softball, and other 

sports she had to learn through books.  She has three semesters left to 

reach her dream and complete her final educational journey, earning  

a doctorate in Education Leadership and Management. 

Ebony embodies the values of Fresno Women’s Network in her 

commitment to her family, to her community, and to her profession.  

We congratulate Ebony on her scholarship and wish her the best in 

attaining her doctorate.” 

 

  

 

Congratulations to our 2010 
Scholarship Recipients: 
Please watch future issues of this newsletter for 
biographies of Jennifer Johnson, Michele Salas and 

Brittany Williams 

You can also read info about all of the recipients on 
the scholarship page of the FWN Scholarship Page 

of the FWN Website. 

 

http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/community_connection.htm
http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/scholarships.htm
http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/scholarships.htm
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Denise Allshouse 
BOARD PRESIDENT 

Down Syndrome Association of Central CA 

www.dsacc.org 
Referred by: Graciela Todd 

 

Cindy Copner 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

Tinkler Funeral Chapel & Crematory 

www.tinklerfuneralchapel.com 
 

Debbie Dodd 

OWNER/CONSULTANT/COACH 
Consulting Dynamics 

 

Marjorie Donovan 

OFFICIAL RESELLER 

MedID559 

www.medidware.com 

 
Natalie Garcia 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 

Marjaree Mason Center 
www.mmcenter.org 

 

Robin Goldbeck 
ARCHITECHT 

Goldbeck Architects 

Referred by Kitty McManus 
 

Charise Hansen 

DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR 
Marjaree Mason Center 

www.mmcenter.org 

Referred by Pamela Kallsen 

 

 

 
Gayle Phillips 

REALTOR 

Re/Max Gold 
www.MyFresnoRealEstate.com 

Referred by Leslie Kos 

 
Esther Ramos 

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

Univision Fresno 
 

Leslie Tidd 

REGISTERED NURSE FIRST ASSISTANT 
Kaweah Delta Medical Center 

 

 

 

 

For complete information, log on to our online Membership Directory. Contact the Network Office if you have forgotten your username and/or password. 

2010 Board of Directors 
Executive Committee 

President – Karen Bowser, Creative Memories 

First Vice President – Jennie Guadagno, Dumont Printing 

Second Vice President – Katie Dubbels, Bank of the West 

Secretary – Kitty McManus, Jack Nadel International 

Treasurer – Jamie Eropkin, Finch Ocheltree Rowland & 

Shoopman, LLP 

Parliamentarian – Gail Parvanian, Rabobank 

Past President – Carole Laval, Laval & Associates 

 

Committee Chairs 

Board Development – Carole Laval, Laval & Associates 

Community Connection – Katie Dubbels, Bank of the West 

Directory – Amber Catanzarite, Holiday Inn 

Fund Development – Jennie Guadagno, Dumont Printing 

Membership – London Chong-Newcomb, Nurse Consultants 

Newsletter – Katrina S. Tonkogolosuk, Professional Print & 

Mail 

Programs – Jayne McCallister, London Properties 

Public Relations – Brittnee Maxfield, Valley Animal Center 

Scholarship – Cyndy Trent, Division of Continuing & Global 

Education, CSUF 

Special Events – Nykole Hibbs, Dinner MyWay 

Website – Suzanne Moles, Wattleweb Global Solutions 

Saint Agnes Liaison – Jaime Huss, Saint Agnes Medical 

Center 

Legal – Linda K. Durost, Linda K. Durost, Inc. 

Member at Large – Divonna Swan, Farmers Insurance 

Member at Large – Joan Meyers, Guarantee Real Estate 

Member at Large – Penny Childers, Chapel of Grace 

 

“On the Move” 
Have you changed jobs? Been promoted? Won an award? 

Submit your information to the Network Office, so we can publish your news in a 
future issue. (40 words or less please) 

“I’m Vicki Rodgers, a new Account Executive with TW Telecom. We are a leading 

provider of Voice, Internet and Data Solutions for businesses nationwide. TW Telecom 
is people working with people to change the way businesses connect and 

communicate!” 

“Transitions” 
Did you get married? Have a baby? Another life event you would 

like to share with the membership? 

Submit your information to the Network Office, so we can publish your news in a 
future issue. (40 words or less please) 

"My name is Danielle Cash, Advisory Board member with For Your Pleasure, Inc. Our 
family celebrated the birth of Emily Jayne Cash on May 13th,2010. We are truly 

blessed!" 

 

Welcome Aboard New Members! 
We would all like to extend the warmest of welcomes to the following new members 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Thanks to the Scholarship Committee! 
 

A big thank you goes to the Scholarship Committee: Cathy 

Ferguson, Jayne Guyer, Renee Rager, Dianna Short, Jennifer 

Wojtas, and Chair, Cyndy Trent. Committee members are busy all 

year selling raffle tickets to support the Fresno Women’s Network 

scholarships. Their primary activity occurs each spring, when they 

review the scholarship applications, interview candidates and select 

the scholarship recipients. We greatly appreciate their generous 

contributions of time and energy in selecting the scholarship 

recipients and planning the scholarship luncheon. 

 

http://www.dsacc.org/
http://www.tinklerfuneralchapel.com/
http://www.medidware.com/
http://www.mmcenter.org/
http://www.mmcenter.org/
http://www.myfresnorealestate.com/
http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/fwnmembers/
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Providing Opportunities for Personal and Professional Growth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editor: Katrina Tonkogolosuk, Professional Print & Mail / Contributor: Jennifer Wojtas, Orchard Park Assisted Living 
Production: Karen Sorensen, Mary Kay Cosmetics 

The Fresno Women’s Network disclaims any liability for loss or personal injury, which might occur during the course of tours, trips, luncheons, dinners, or other events. All tours, trips, luncheons, 
dinners, or other events arranged by the organization are for the convenience and pleasure of the members and their guests who desire to participate. The organization does not assume 

responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or passengers or their property in any matter pertaining to said trips, luncheons, dinners, or other events. 

 

Newsletter Fund 
Help support your newsletter! Find out how by 
downloading the Newsletter Fund Agreement. 

 

Partners in Education 
Your name could be here! 

Patrons 
Saint Agnes Medical Center 

Benefactors 
Your name could be here! 

Advocates 

Leslie H. Kos CPA 

Hill, Renaut, Homen & Hughes 

Kitty McManus 

Jack Nadel International 

Sue McCombs 
McCombs & Associates 

Lisa Marsella Purtell 

Morgan Stanley 

 
 

 

Raffle Donors 
To donate an item at an upcoming 

luncheon, please contact Dianna Short 
at short_dianna@yahoo.com 

 

May 2010 Raffle Donors: 

 

Lynne Brownell- Vivande Med Spa 

Karen Sorensen- Mary Kay Cosmetics 

Joanne Bazarian- Perfect Balance Yoga 

Danielle Cash- For Your Pleasure, Inc. 

Frances Castanon- Piccadilly Inn Hotels 

Keiko Hatakeda- AAA Travel (Clovis) 

Stephanie Hausladen- Heald College 

Sabrina Hill- Mary Kay Consultant 

Nykole Hibbs- Dinner MyWay/Clovis 

Carolyn Pierce- Facelogic 

Karen Bowser- Creative Memories Consultant 

Debbie Milla- Milla Vineyards 

Cathy Ferguson- Girl Scouts Of America 

Taylor Woods- Fresno Grizzlies 

 

Monthly Buddies 
The Buddy Bag program welcomes our new guests and 

demonstrates the diversity of the businesses and services we 

represent. It also provides an excellent opportunity to 

showcase your business. 

NOTE: Please drop off your Buddy Bag contributions at 

Guarantee Real Estate, Palm & Shaw, or bring them to the 

next luncheon. For more information, call Joan Meyers at 

284-4854. 

May 2010 – Buddy Bag Donors: 

Jack Nadel International, Kitty McManus 

North American Title, Michelle Byrnes Bryant & 
Susan Noel 

Treva Diane Lee, DDS 

Aerotek, Mary Anderson 

Creative Memories, Karen Bowser, Consultant 

Professional Print and Mail, Inc., Katrina 

Tonkogolosuk 

CSU Summer Arts, Jacquelline Doumanian 

London Properties, Jayne McAllister 

 

Your name could be here!  

Congratulations to the Fresno Women’s Network 2010 Scholarship Recipients: 

Ebony Hailey, Jennifer Johnson, Michele Salas and Brittany Williams. 

Please watch for articles about each individual recipient in upcoming newsletters. We 

are honored to have such outstanding students and community activists as our 

scholarship recipients this year. 

photo by Suzanne Moles 

 

SUMMER 
MEMBERSHIP MIXER 

Tuesday, June 29 th   5:30PM ï 7:30PM  

Holiday Inn Downtown  
1055 Van Ness Avenue Fresno, CA  
(Near Van Ness and Tulare)  
Map  
Free to Network Members & Their 
Guests 

Raffle Prizes! 

Enjoy the casual networking atmosphere 

Complimentary Beverages & Hors Dôoeuvres 

 

 
 

http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/special_events.htm
http://www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/special_events.htm
http://maps.google.com/maps?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS356US357&q=1055+Van+Ness+Avenue+Fresno%2c+CA+

