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CALENDAR 
 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 3, 2007 
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

SPRING MEMBERSHIP MIXER 
Hosted by: Diamond Designs 

7089 N. Marks @ Herndon 
FREE to Network Members & Guests 

See page 2 for details 
 
 
 

TUESDAY, May 8, 2007 
Time: 11:30 am—1:00 pm 

Luncheon Program: Let’s Go to the Movies 
Speakers: Rick Bentley and Donald Munro, The Fresno Bee 

Luncheon Sponsor: Susan G. Melkonian Memorial 
 

Location: Love & Garlic at Diana Court 
(5351 N. Diana, East of Blackstone, off Barstow) 

Community Connection: Valley Animal Center 
 
 
 

TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2007 
Time: 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Luncheon: Happy 20th Anniversary Party & Networking 
Lociation: Love & Garlic at Diana Court 

Luncheon Sponsor: Rabobank 
 
 

TUESDAY, JULY 10, 2007 
Time: 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Luncheon: Annual Scholarship Awards 
Speaker: Margie Wright 

Location: Love & Garlic at Diana Court 
Luncheon Sponsor: Fresno Pacific University 

 
 

========================================================= 

Reservations & Payment 
$15 for May 8  Luncheon-Due May 3 

with late fee of $3 after May 3, (if seating is available). 
 Payments received date of luncheon $20 

(if seating is available) 
Visa, MasterCard and American Express accepted for all Network events. Unless noted, additional information for these 
events, including membership, can be obtained by contacting the Network Office at:  

(559) 450-2102 Fax:  (559) 450-2041 
Register on-line with credit card:  
www.fresnowomensnetwork.org  

or  
Call to make your reservation, and 

Mail check to:  
Fresno Women’s Network  

P.O. Box 27500  
Fresno, CA 93729-7500 

========================================================= 
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(with Rick Bentley & Donald Munro, 
film critics at The Fresno Bee) 

 
Let©s Go To the Movies in May! Do you ever wonder why it 

seems like every movie reviewer has seen a different movie than 
you have? Do you wonder what the reviewer is looking for? 
Moreover, why is it so hard to make a good movie? Join us in May 
when we hear from Rick Bentley and Donald Munro, film critics at 
the Fresno Bee, and get those questions, and more, answered. 

Rick Bentley was born in Ohio, only 35 miles north of where 
Clark Gable was born. His interest in film started while growing up 
in Clarksville, Tennessee. He once sat through five screenings of 
"The Monkey©s Uncle" in one day! After being turned down by 
Faber College and the Starfleet Academy, Bentley attended Austin 
Peay State University (that’s in Tennessee). He claims there is no 
truth to the rumor he originated the school cheer, "Let©s Go Peay!" 
A twist of fate and the need for employment landed Bentley at the 
Kentucky New Era where he was a sports reporter and then editor. 
When time allowed, he wrote movie reviews as well. That 
continued at the Alexandria Daily Town Talk in central Louisiana, 
until he became the full time television and film critic in 1985. Over 
the past 22 years he has been a television and film critic for both 
the Bakersfield Californian and the Fresno Bee. Asked about his 
greatest accomplishment, Bentley boasts that he has sat in the 
Captain’s chair of four of the five "Star Trek" television series’ 
spaceships. 

Donald Munro has worked at The Bee since 1990 and has been 
the paper©s movie critic since 1996. He previously worked at The 
Anchorage Times in Alaska. Back in 2002-03, Donald spent 10 
months in New York City on an arts fellowship and went to more 
than 300 cultural events. This is a man who wants to see 
everything! Donald is a huge Broadway/musical theater fan and 
enjoys writing about dance, opera, visual arts … and movies. 

Join us at our luncheon in May to learn the deep, dark secrets of 
the movie review business and the Fresno Bee’s movie review 
team. 
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Happy May Day! It’s hard for me to believe it’s actually May. The 

months just seem to be flying by. I’m amazed that I’ve been your 
President for almost five months now. I’ve tried to meet as many of 
you as I can. If we haven’t met – please let’s try to introduce ourselves 
at the next luncheon. I’m delighted how many of you have become 
involved with committees and events. We are living our mission – 
supporting each other in business, personal and professional growth. 
It’s wonderful to see you networking at the luncheons – building those 
relationships, being mentors to one another and with each 
“connection” – giving back to our community. Keep it up – together we 
are growing our organization! Now here’s a new mission for each one 
of you – this month be sure to tell someone (a friend, a client, a 
business associate) about the Network. Why not invite them to the 
luncheon or our May Mixer. Let’s all join and grow our Network – we 
will all benefit from this effort. 

I have something I want to share with all of you. This month we 
honor the memory of our friend – Susan G. Melkonian. Susan was a 
long time Network member who unexpectedly died. If you had the 
privilege of knowing her, you’ll remember that she was a warm and 
gracious woman with a keen interest in the arts and our community. 
She loved the Network and was passionate about our mission. She 
quietly and tirelessly worked in many different areas and on many 
different events. You probably all were greeted by her at one time or 
another as she always willingly volunteered at the registration table. I 
always looked forward to seeing her warm smile. 

Susan generously left a legacy for the Network with which we will 
annually sponsor the May luncheon and award a scholarship in her 
name. We will forever be grateful for Susan’s generosity and the 
difference she made in our lives. 

I dedicate the Quote for the Month to Susan: 
I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will 
forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made 
them feel – Maya Angelou. 

 I will always remember how Susan made me feel – I hope you will 
also. Have a great month! 

 
 

Are you taking advantage of these  
Benefits of Membership? 

 
Members Only Table 
The MEMBERS ONLY table in the entryway of each luncheon is 

available for Members to place their promotional materials and 
fliers for luncheon attendees to pick up on their way in, or out of 
the luncheon. When you come to the luncheon, simply place your 
materials on the table. When you leave, pick up any leftovers. 
That’s all there is to it! No fuss, and FREE!  

 
Membership Highlight Program 
Have you been looking for a captive audience to promote you 

and your business? If so, it’s time to take advantage of a 
MEMBERS ONLY privilege. It’s time to let the Network help you 
get your name out in the community. Don’t forget to drop your card 
in the basket at the membership table at the next luncheon – right 
at the front as you walk in. We randomly choose 1-2 members for 
the following month. This opportunity will give you 2 minutes of 
airtime if your name is chosen. For those of you that fear public 
speaking this is your chance to have the support of your fellow 
members, a welcoming environment, and some experience for 
future occasions! 

 
 

Paid Advertisement

PRESIDENT©S 
MESSAGE 

Maureen Otterson 
The Pines Resort & 
Conference Center 

Ways to support the returning solider at the 
VA Palo Alto Health Care System 

 
VA Palo Alto Health Care System has established the following 
fund to support the needs of the returning injured solider and 
their family. 
 
GPF 2205, OIF / OEF Fund 
 
This account has been established to support the families’ need 
for temporary lodging and transportation while visiting and/or 
participating in the rehabilitation their husband, wife, son or 
daughter. This fund can also purchase grocery store gift 
certificates, phone cards, gas cards or other necessary item for 
the families and injured soldier. The fund is also used to support 
the recreation needs of the patient. 
 
Since the VA is a federal agency, it does not come within the 
definition of a charitable organization under 26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3). 
However, VA does have authority under 38 U.S.C. 8301 to 
accept monetary gifts through Voluntary Service for the benefit of 
patients of VA hospitals, nursing homes, domiciliary or clinics. As 
such, 100% of all monetary donations go directly to support 
patient care programs, and there are no administrative costs 
attached to contributions made to VA Medical Centers.  
 
As such, under the laws cited below, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs and this health care system is exempt from all state and 
local taxes: 
 
  California Law Section 6381 
  Federal Acquisition Regulation  

(FAR) 29.202 (26 U.S.C. 4041 & 4221) 
Our tax identification number is #941179505. 

 
The field receipt and thank you letter from a monetary donation 
and the in kind donation slip will serve as an acknowledgement 
of the donation. 
 
If you would like to support this fund, please send your 
contribution to:  VA Palo Alto Health Care System, 3801 Miranda 
Ave, Palo Alto, CA  94304, attention Voluntary Service (135).   
 

If you have any question, please contact  
William Ball 

 at (650) 858-3903 
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Free to Network Members & Guests 
Download a flier from our website: 

www.fresnowomensnetwork.org/events.htm 



W E L C O M E  A B O A R D  N E W  M E M B E R S
Deborah A. Abate 
Phoenix Legal Nurse Consultants 

LLC 
 
 
 
 
Grace R. Abrijian 
OWNER 
GRACE Fashion Accessories and 

Gold Canyon Candles 
 
 
 
 
Victoria Balane 
RN, BSN, CMT ADMINISTRATOR 
Laverne Place 
. 
 
 
 
Teresa A. Beshwate 
OWNER 
Eucrasia Personal Training 
 
 
 
 
Kim J. Bradley 
DIRECTOR OF SALES & 

MARKETING 
Business Street 
 
 
 
 
Rosemary Diaz 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Service 

Center 
Referred by: Lisa Wicks 
 
 
 
 
Gayle L. Duffy 
INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT 
Arbonne 
 
 
 
 

Marti Eichman 
INDEPENDENT SCRAPBOOK 

INSTRUCTOR 
 
 
 
 
Jackie Faulkner 
INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT 
Arbonne International 
. 
 
 
 
Stephanie Fox 
FUNERAL HOME MANAGER 
Lisle Funeral Home 
 
 
 
 
Melodie Frazier 
OWNER 
ITEX Barter of Fresno 
Referred by: Kim J. Bradley 
 
 
 
 
Marnie Gotfried 
REPRESENTATIVE/FRATERNAL 

SOCIETY 
Woodmen of the World/ Omaha 

Woodmen Life Insurance 
Referred by: Beverly Pearson 
 
 
 
 
Rick Hutcheson 
V.P. 
Bentley©s Fresh Market 
Referred by: Gina Estrada 
 
 
 
 
Kay Mardon 
WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERSHIP 

REP. 
U.S. Small Business Administration 
 
 
 
 

Lea McAndrews 
MASSAGE THERAPIST 
Spa Fortunata 
 
 
 
 
Jayne McCallister 
REALTOR 
London Properties  
Referred by: Gaylene Weldon 
 
 
 
 
Mary Mendoza 
GENERAL MANAGER 
San Joaquin Hotel 
 
 
 
 
Sonia Neal 
REALTOR 
Realty Concepts 
 
 
 
 
Kimberly Olson 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

MANAGER 
Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics 
Referred by: Joanne Bazarian 
 
 
 
 
Becky Prettyman 
SALES CONSULTANT 
Maverick Marketing 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Provencio 
OWNER 
Club Z! Tutoring 
Referred by: Beth Bridges 
 
 
 

Natalie Roberts 
OWNER 
San Joaquin Hotel 
 
 
 
 
Efren Rodriguez 
Tachi Palace Hotel & Casino 
 
 
 
 
Kirsten Rowland 
FINANCIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
Principal Financial 
 
 
 
 
Lynn Sanderson 
PHOTOGRAPHER / MARKETING 

DIRECTOR 
Lynn Sanderson Photography/Classic 

Painting 
 
 
 
 
Keith Swinger 
HOME MORTGAGE CONSULTANT 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
 
 
 
 
Linda Valenzuela 
DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP 
Girl Scouts Golden Valley Council 
 
 
 
 
Jonalyn Young 
APPRAISER / JEWELRY DESIGNER 
Young Appraisal / Jewelry by Jonalyn 
Referred by: Linda Lucas 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May Community Connection: 

Valley Animal Center 
 
The California Feline Foundation and Valley Animal Center are 

dedicated to controlling the pet population through education, and spaying 
and neutering, not euthanasia. Items needed: Cat Litter (non-clumping), 
Cat Toys, Scratching Posts, White Towels (Bath), Scrubbing Sponges, 
Brooms (O-Cedar Brand), Spray Bottles (24oz Industrial Quality), Distilled 
Water  

 
For more information about Valley Animal Center and our other 

Community Connection partners, please visit the Community Connection 
page on our website: http://fresnowomensnetwork.org/community.htm 

 

 
Member Highlights 

  
Terry Elrod does more than spread the word about Sisterhood of 

Survivors (SOS); she is a testimony to the impact the organization can 
have on women faced with the challenges of surviving breast cancer. 
Terry among other breast cancer survivors involved in this wonderful 
organization participates in the “tote program”, personally delivering 
totes filled with information on breast cancer to newly diagnosed 
patients. Almost everyone today knows someone who has been 
affected by breast cancer. Give them the gift of support and pass on 
the SOS name. Please contact Terry at (559) 658-5008 or 
terryelrod@stin.net.   
  

Kimberly Johnson manages ValPrint’s promotional products division. 
What are the chances a potential customer will turn into a real 
customer if your business name is a constant visual reminder? We all 
know visuals sell! What can you put your company name on? As 
Kimberly says “anything but air and water.” The next time you need 
your company logo displayed on ANYTHING give Kimberly a call. The 
price will be competitive and she will offer unique ideas to help attract 
your target market. Kimberly can be reached at (559) 486-3112 or 
kjohnson@valprint.com. 

 

Our Mission Statement 
The Fresno Women’s Network was founded in 1987 as a 
way for women to support each other in business, personal, 
and professional growth. Members are encouraged to build 
relationships, mentor one another, and give back to the 
community. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Providing Opportunities for Personal and Professional Growth 
Newsletter Fund 

Help support your newsletter! Find out how by 
downloading our NEW Newsletter Fund Agreement 

from our website at: 
http://fresnowomensnetwork.org/newsletters.php 

Patron  
Kristine Cerro, Emeritus 

Saint Agnes Medical Center 

Benefactor  
Debra Nalchajian-Cohen 
Cohen Communications 

 
 Lisa Marsella Purtell 

Morgan Stanley 

Advocate  
Leslie H. Kos CPA 

Hills, Renaut, Homen & Hughes 

Kitty McManus 
Jack Nadel International 

 Louise M. Richardson 
Fresno County Library 

Friend  
Christina A. Roup, Bank of the West 

Sue McCombs, McCombs & Associates  

Raffle Donors 
If you would be interested in donating an 

item at an upcoming luncheon, please 
contact Dianna Short at 

 short_dianna@yahoo.com 
 

March 2007 Raffle Donors 
Lori Yerxa- Denham Resources 

Mary Anne DiVincenzo- Healing Moments 

Karen Esajian- Update on Health/Valley Health 
Conference 

Dr. Lynda Brown- Psychologist 

Karen Bowser- Creative Memories Consultant 

Karen De Sousa- Fabiano’s Coffee Roasting 
Company 

Jaime Lucas- Grand Occasions Catering & 
Banquets 

Ima Jean Harvey- Caswell, Bell & Hillison, LLP 

Joanne Bazarian- Perfect Balance Yoga 

Karla Marie Vigil- Cookie Lee Consultant 

Lisa Wicks- Deaf & Hard of Hearing Services 

Elinor Stutz- Smooth Sale 

Linda Dippel- Girl Scouts Golden Valley Council 

Caroyln Kovalski- Face Logic 
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2007 Network Board 
Executive Committee 

President –. Maureen Otterson, The Pines Resort and 
Conference Center 

First Vice President  - Lucia Robeson, Union Bank of 
California 

Second Vice President – Carole Laval, Laval & Associates 

Secretary - Kitty McManus, Jack Nadel International 

Treasurer - Christina A. Roup, Bank of the West 

Parliamentarian – Sandy Darling, Guarantee Real Estate 

Past President - Kellie Psaila, Farmer's Insurance Psaila 
Insurance  Agency, Inc 

Committee Chairs 
Membership – Karen Bowser, Creative Memories 

Newsletter – Karen Sorensen, Acting Chair 

Programs – Linda Dippel, Girl Scouts, Golden Valley Council 

Directory - Marsha Conant, Kwik Kopy Printing 

Scholarship – Dianna Short, RevCom Advertising Agency 

Public Relations – Joanne Bazarian, Perfect Balance Yoga  

Board Development – Kellie Psaila, Farmer's Insurance 
Psaila Insurance Agency, Inc 

Web Site – Suzanne Moles, Wattleweb Global Solutions 

Saint Agnes Liaison – Jaime Huss, Saint Agnes Medical 
Center 

Community Connection – Carole Laval, Laval & Associates 

Fund Development – Lucia Robeson, Union Bank of 
California 

Special Events – Patti Galvin, Foster Industries, Inc. 

Legal  – Linda K. Durost, Perkins, Mann, & Everett 

Member At Large – Katie Dubbels, Rabobank 

Member At Large – Rhonda Kelly Weisz 
 


